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Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 5-2446 
[Means for Solving the Problems] To achieve this object, 
the portable terminal device of the present invention 
comprises a matrix key for input, and control means for 
performing control corresponding to a panel sheet attached 
on the top surface of this matrix key in such a manner as to 
be capable of being replaced with a different panel sheet. 
[0009] 

[Operation] With this construction, when one inspection 
operation is terminated and the process proceeds to the next 
different inspection operation, the panel sheet is replaced 
with a different panel sheet for the next different 
inspection operation, and control is performed by the 
control means so that matrix key driving is possible by this 
different panel sheet. Therefore, there is completely no 
need to reconstruct the portable terminal device for various 
operations, and it is possible for one portable terminal 
device to handle a plurality of different operations by one 
portable terminal device. 

[0017] A portable terminal device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention will now be described 
below. This portable terminal device, as is described in 
the description of the related art, is used when a worker 
inspects whether or not the facilities within a factory are 
operating normally. That is, the worker goes to a warning 
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device A and measures the sound volume of the warning device 
A. Then, when the surface of the panel sheet 22, that is, 
the position of the characters of (1) shown in Fig. 2(a), is 
pressed, a screen such as that shown in Fig. 2(b) is 
displayed on the liquid- crystal display panel 16. Here, the 
worker measures the sound volume of the warning device A, 
and inputs the measured value to the portable terminal 
device by using the key input section 17. Next, the worker 
moves on to the warning device A and checks whether the 
warning device A is operating normally or not. At this time, 
when the surface of the panel sheet 22, that is, the 
position of the characters of (2) shown in Fig. 2(a), is 
pressed, a screen such as that shown in Fig. 2(c) is 
displayed on the liquid-crystal display panel 16. Here, it 
is confirmed whether or not the warning device A blinks in 
red, and the result is input using the key input section 17. 
[0018] As the next work, when the panel sheet is used in a 
number-of -units-shipped management work, the panel sheet 22 
which is printed as shown in Fig. 3(a) may be inserted 
between the matrix key 18 and the transparent sheet 21 in 
order to form a panel switch. In this case, by pressing, by 
the worker, the surface of the panel sheet 22 from above the 
transparent sheet 21, that is, the position of "1." of "1. 
Number of units shipped" of Fig. 3(a), in a warehouse of a 
factory, a display is made on the liquid-crystal display 
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panel 16, as in Fig. 3(b). Then, the number of units 
shipped is input using the key input section 17. Also, by 
pressing the position of "2" of "2. Shipment history" of 
Fig. 3(a), a display such as that shown in Fig. 3(c) is 
shown, allowing the shipment history to be confirmed. 
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